
 

admissions process 
Admission to The Crowden School is based on musicianship, grades, teacher recommendations, 

the child’s entrance examination results. As a performance school, special attention is paid to 

each student’s enthusiasm for the instrument played, to the necessary commitment required of a 

rigorous academic curriculum and full music program, and to parents' willingness to support 

and contribute to a community of young musicians.  

HOW TO APPLY: STEP BY STEP 

 

Attend an admissions evening informational session. Join us for a 

thorough overview of our school's history, academic and music programs, 

school day and schedule, and more. These info sessions are also great 

opportunities to meet and ask questions of our admissions coordinator 

and music faculty! All info sessions are held at Crowden from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  

Á Tuesday, October 18  

Á Wednesday, November 16 

Á Thursday, December 8 

Á Monday, January 16 

Á Thursday, April 19 

 

Tour the School. Tours of the music program are scheduled by 

appointment on Thursday mornings, 8:15-9:45 am, beginning in October. 

Prospective students are encouraged to attend. Academic observations are 

available on request. To schedule a tour, please contact Heidi Mattson at 

admissions@crowden.org or 510.559.6910 ext. 122. 

 

Return your completed Admission Application Form to Heidi Mattson, 

Admissions Coordinator, along with the $75 non-refundable application 

fee and a recent photograph. If you intend to apply for financial aid, 

please attach a note to the Application Form. 

 

Send the Transcript Release Form to your child's current school to 

release progress reports and testing results from the last two years. You 

may also include your own copies with the admission application form. 

 

Fill out the top portion of the Teacher Recommendation Form and ask 

your child's current teacher, counselor, or principal to complete and 

return directly to Crowden. 

 

Schedule a day visit for your child. We encourage all interested students 

to spend an entire day in the appropriate grade level in order to fully 

experience The Crowden School programs. Prospective students are 

invited for a visit once a completed application form has been returned. 

 

Audition for our music faculty and take an entrance exam on February 9, 

2012, beginning at 9:15am. 

Á Music Audition: This involves playing for Lisa Grodin, Director of 

Music, and other members of the music faculty. An ear test is also 

given. 

Á Entrance Examination: The written exam includes writing and 

math sections, as well as a short music theory section to determine 

the student's current level for appropriate placement. 

QUESTIONS? If you have questions about The Crowden School or the admissions process, 

please call Heidi Mattson at 510.559.6910 ext. 122, or email her at admissions@crowden.org. 

mailto:admissions@crowden.org


 

admission application 

STUDENT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Last First  Middle Preferred Name 

 

Applying for school year__________      Grade Level__________ _       Birth date__________  

 

Citizenship_________________                                    Place of birth     

 

Ethnicity (optional)___________________________  Gender M F 

 

Primary Instrument___________________________ Current School__________________________ 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN 

 

Name 

 

Street Address 

 

City, State, Zip Code 

 

Home Telephone 

 

Email 

 

Occupation 

 

Employer 

 

Work phone 

 PARENT/GUARDIAN 

 

Name 

 

Street Address 

 

City, State, Zip Code 

 

Home Telephone 

 

Email 

 

Occupation 

 

Employer 

 

Work phone 

 

Who is financially responsible for the child’s education?       

If two addresses, which is the child’s primary household?      

Do you wish to have mailings sent to both parents?      

 
Please 

attach 

photo 

here 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Date Received__________ 



 

admission application 

APPLICANTõS CURRENT SCHOOL 

 

Name 

 

Street Address 

 

City, State Zip Code 

 

Phone E-mail 

OTHER SCHOOLS ATTENDED WITHIN LAST THREE YEARS 

 

Name, City Telephone Dates 

 

Name, City Telephone Dates 

 

Name, City Telephone Dates 

TEACHER REFERENCES 
 

Please provide the name(s) of the teacher(s) completing the Reference Form(s): 

 

 

Current Teacher School Phone 

 

/ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯ8ÌÈÙɀÚɯ3ÌÈÊÏÌÙ School Phone 

 

 

MUSIC 

Primary instrument_______________________________ Number of years______________________ 

Name of private music teacher________________________________ Telephone (____) ___________ 

Private teacher email __________________________________________________________________  

Address_________________________________________________________________________ _____ 
 Street City Zip Code 

Applying to: Ã String Program Ã Piano Program  

Instrument (beginning string players): Ã violin Ã viola Ã cello Ã bass 



 

admission application 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Please list any siblings and their respective ages below. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 

Please check any of the following that apply that might help us better know your child.  

Please write a brief explanation. 

Ã Talent/special gift 

Ã Learning difference 

Ã Education testing/counseling 

Ã Skipped grade/repeated grade 

Ã Applicant’s illness/physical limitation/allergies 

Ã Changes in family situation, illness, loss, frequent moves, 

etc. 

 

 

 

 
How did you learn about The Crowden School? 

Ã Friend/Neighbor 

Ã Crowden 

Family_________________________ 

Ã Other (Please 

Explain)_____________________ 

Ã Web site 

Ã Publication___________________________ 

Ã Music Teacher  

(Name) ___________________________             

 

  

 

Please list any current or past Crowden students related to applicant or Crowden friends. 

 

 

I/we understand that all information regarding a student’s application will be treated with 

confidentiality. I/we assert that the information provided is true and complete. 
 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian 

  

 

Date of Application 

 

Date of Application 

 

 
A $75 non-refundable application fee payable to The Crowden School must accompany this form.  

APPLICATION DUE BY WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2012.



 

transcript release form 
 

 
To: ____________________________________________________________  

School currently attended by candidate 

 

School address: _________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________   

 

 

 

Please send progress reports and all standardized testing scores from the past two years 

 for _______________________________________________________        to: 

First, last name 

 

     

The Crowden School 

    1475 Rose Street 

    Berkeley, CA 94702  

 

 

 

Attention Admissions:   Heidi Mattson  

    Admissions Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
 Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Crowden School 
1475 Rose Street 

Berkeley, CA 94702-1255 

Phone: 510.559.6910 

Fax: 510.559.6940 

admissions@crowden.org 

www.crowden.org  



 

financial aid applications 

Information for Families Applying for Financial Aid for the 2012-13 School Year 

The Crowden School uses School and Student Services (SSS), an online process, for financial aid 

applications.  

DEADLINES: To be eligible for consideration for financial aid, you must complete and submit 

the financial aid application (Parents’ Financial Statement and required financial documents) by 

the following due dates: 

Á Returning Families:   January 27, 2012      Decisions mailed on February 27 

Á New Families:  February 3, 2012      Decisions mailed on March 8 

Incomplete financial aid applications will not be considered. 

To complete the Parentsõ Financial Statement (PFS) online*:  
1. Go to sss.nais.org/parents. 

2. Click on the “Apply Now” button.  

3. You will set up a Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS) online account using your e-mail 

address and a password, which will allow you to return to work on your PFS again 

before submitting it. Returning parents: If you completed an online PFS application last year, 

use your e-mail address and existing password. If you have forgotten your password, click on 

Ɂ%ÖÙÎÖÛɯÔàɯ×ÈÚÚÞÖÙËȭɂ  

4. Submit and pay for the PFS ($35). This fee is nonrefundable. 

5. Print out the Required Documents Cover Sheet to use when sending in the additional 

documents we require. Your submission confirmation page will link to a Required Documents 

Cover Sheet that is pre-populated with your information. Or to access your cover sheet any time, 

ÓÖÎɯÐÕÛÖɯ/%2ɯ.ÕÓÐÕÌɯÈÕËɯÊÓÐÊÒɯÖÕɯɁ/ÙÐÕÛɯ"ÖÝÌÙɯ2ÏÌÌÛȭɂɯ 

*Please note that The Crowden School no longer distributes paper versions of the PFS. All 

submissions must be completed online. 

Additional financial documents we require:  

Our school requires that you submit to SSS online the following documents in addition to your 

completed Parents’ Financial Statement: 2010 1040 Federal income tax return and W-2/1099 

forms; 2011 1040 Federal return with attachments/schedules and W-2/1099 forms, as soon as 

available. If you have questions about which financial documents to submit, please contact Janet 

Garvin at Crowden (jgarvin@crowden.org or 510-559-6910, ext. 110).   

SSS must receive financial documents by January 27, 2012 for returning families and February 

3, 2012 for new families.  

To submit these documents online at sss.nais.org/parents after you complete your PFS, follow the 

instructions online for how to upload documents.  

To submit these documents by mail, send one copy (not the original) of each document with a 

Required Documents Cover Sheet to: SSS By NAIS, Processing Center, P.O. Box 449, Randolph, 

MA 02368-0449 USA. (For overnight mail: SSS By NAIS, Processing Center, 437 Turnpike Street, 

Canton, MA 02021.) Tips: Do not fold or paper clip documents. Enclose with the Required Documents 

"ÖÝÌÙɯ2ÏÌÌÛɯÐÕɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÌÕÝÌÓÖ×ÌɯÖÍɯÈ××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌɯÚÐáÌɯƝɂßɯƕƖȭɂɯIf you are mailing documents, please 

mail them to SSS a minimum of 10 business days before the receipt deadline to ensure timely 

receipt.   

For SSS online technical assistance, please call SSS Customer Service at (800) 344-8328 (MɬF: 

9amɬ8pm EST. Sat: 9amɬ4pm EST)

mailto:jgarvin@crowden.org

