
Crowden Music Center 
Program Director, Suzuki Strings Program 

Crowden Music Center seeks a Program Director for the Suzuki Strings program, to begin in Spring 
2020.  

BACKGROUND: 

The Crowden Music Center in Berkeley is a non-profit organization that combines music and education 
to nurture, develop, and inspire students of all ages. Founded in 1983 by Scottish violinist Anne 
Crowden, today Crowden serves an annual audience of 12,000 with a rich array of workshops, events, 
and concerts. Each year, more than 1,400 music students of all ages and levels of ability participate in 
Crowden’s private lessons, music classes, ensembles, and summer programs. Crowden’s flagship 
program is The Crowden School, the first of its kind in the nation: a coeducational day school for 
grades three through eight that provides a distinguished education with chamber music at the core. In 
addition, Crowden is an active center for music rehearsals, performances, and recitals for students and 
professional musicians. It plays an important role in music education in the greater San Francisco Bay 
Area.  

Crowden’s Suzuki Strings program was founded in 2006. Based on the teaching philosophy of 
Japanese violinist Shinichi Suzuki, the program teaches children to play their chosen string instrument 
(violin, viola or cello), as a means to foster a life of joy and discipline. The year-round program consists 
of a combination of informational classes for parents and children, group music classes, individual 
lessons, and performance opportunities throughout the year.  

Esteemed Suzuki educator Goran Berg founded the program and has seved as its Program Director 
since the beginning. Under his direction, the Crowden’s Suzuki program has provided a solid 
foundation for young musicians in instrumental technique as well as ensemble training, preparing 
them to eventually participate in the broader chamber music offerings at Crowden and in the larger 
community. Enrollment in the program has ranged in recent years from 45 to 65 students, from ages 3 
to 12.  

POSITION SUMMARY: 

Reporting to the Director of Community Programs, the Suzuki Strings Program Director assumes 
overall responsibility for the success of the Suzuki Strings program at Crowden, providing oversight of 



the curriculum, faculty, and parent and student relationships. The Program Director is the face of the 
program to the public, hosting all Suzuki Strings recitals and events. 
 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Under the supervision of the Director of Community Programs, create and implement interview 
procedures and acceptance standards for prospective students and parents, answering inquiries 
about the Suzuki philosophy, and the particularities of the Crowden Suzuki Strings program.  

• Conduct in-person interviews with prospective students and families, and place students with 
appropriate faculty. The Program Director is expected to teach some individual and group 
classes each semester (teaching duties are compensated additionally in accordance with the 
teaching contract). 

• Coordinate the scheduling of individual and group classes, revising as needed to meet student 
and teacher needs. Coordinate with Community Programs staff to ensure the availability of 
rooms for scheduled classes. 

• Plan all aspects of the semi-annual introduction courses for new parents and students, 
arranging for faculty, childcare, and the reservation of rooms. 

• In consultation with the Director of Community Programs, plan the annual calendar of 
performances and events for the Suzuki Strings program. 

• Coordinate all recitals and other events as needed: determine and arrange for stage setup and 
any facilities needs. Attend and host events. 

• Ensure the ongoing engagement and education of parents, arranging for parent education 
opportunities as needed. Manage parent volunteers at program events. 

• In consultation with the Director of Community Programs, recruit, hire and supervise faculty. 
Create and implement a program of faculty evaluations and professional development 
opportunities, to encourage the highest level of teaching.   

• Act as first point of contact for students and families, working with them to resolve problems 
and grievances. Notify the Director of Community Programs of problems that warrant larger 
institutional awareness. 

• In consultation with the Director of Community Programs, design annual goals for the 
program, and create a plan for attaining those goals. 

• Represent the program to stakeholders, managing relationships with students, parents, partner 
organizations, and the community at large. 

• Arrange for the printing of graduation certificates and the ordering of honor 
trophies/plaques/medallions as needed. 

• Participate in Crowden administrative meetings as requested 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Demonstrated passion for and commitment to Crowden Music Center’s mission. 

• Substantial training and experience in teaching a string instrument using the Suzuki method. 

• Minimum of two years’ experience in a similar leadership position. 

• Excellent interpersonal, communication, and organizational skills 



• Ability to develop and maintain effective relationships with parents, students and Crowden 
staff and faculty while maintaining appropriate confidentiality.  

• Demonstrated initiative and problem-solving skills 

• Ability to supervise, manage and motivate faculty. 

• Employment dependent on satisfactory completion of background check and TB test. 
 
COMPENSATION: Commensurate with experience. 
 
TO APPLY: 
 
Send cover letter and resume by January 10, 2020 to:  
 
Marion Atherton 
Director of Community Programs 
Crowden Music Center 
1475 Rose Street 
Berkeley, CA  94702 
 
matherton@crowden.org 
 
No phone calls please. 
 
The Crowden Music Center is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, ethnic background, gender identity, disability, or sexual orientation. Applicants from diverse 
backgrounds are strongly encouraged to apply. 

 

mailto:matherton@crowden.org

	Program Director, Suzuki Strings Program
	Crowden Music Center seeks a Program Director for the Suzuki Strings program, to begin in Spring 2020.
	BACKGROUND:
	POSITION SUMMARY:
	DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
	COMPENSATION: Commensurate with experience.
	TO APPLY:

