
We are thrilled to announce 
that Crowden’s Board of 
Trustees has established the 
Ann and Gordon Getty 
Fund, seeded by the Getty’s 
extraordinary donation of  
$10 million, to further open 
the doors to a Crowden 
education for all children. 

Ann (1941–2020) and Gordon Getty’s extended 
relationship with Crowden has spanned over 
three decades, culminating with an incredible 
$10 million donation. In addition to this truly 
transformative gift, and annual support from 
the Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation, over 
the years Mr. and Mrs. Getty hosted regular 
receptions in their home to nurture the creative 
endeavors of Crowden’s young musicians, in-
troducing many emerging talents to their first 
influential audiences. A composer himself, Mr. 
Getty has a particular interest in the incuba-
tion of young composers and was instrumental 
in founding Crowden’s John Adams Young 

Composers Program.
“Ann and Gordon always valued 

Crowden’s philosophy of blending music with 
academic scholarship as the secret to a balanced 
education, and the foundational work that we 
specialize in,” remarks Crowden’s Executive 
and Artistic Director Doris Fukawa. “Crowden 
started as a labor of love by teachers and that 
continues today. We really see each student, 
and we care, and our students know that—they 
feel seen, and are comfortable being and find-
ing themselves. Our shared love for music, and 
the joy of playing together, translates for our 
students into a lifelong curiosity and passion 
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for learning in all areas.” 
With the Ann and Gordon Getty Fund 

now established, Crowden is focused on grow-
ing support for student financial assistance and 
program delivery at Crowden, with particular 
emphasis on enabling interested students to 
attend The Crowden School for grades 3–8. 
Financial assistance includes scholarships 

and need-based aid to overcome barriers that 
can impede access to quality education and 
instrumental study for young people. This re-
stricted gift will serve as an anchor to ensuring 
Crowden’s long term sustainable future, includ-
ing competitive salaries for faculty and staff. 

“The Getty Foundation’s gift, via the fund 
we have created in Ann and Gordon Getty’s 

honor, will make it possible for Crowden to 
support even more children as they simulta-
neously develop as musicians, learners, and 
people,” Doris observes. “The Fund will be 
a living testament to their dedication to the 
development of children and young people 
through all aspects of music, education, and 
learning.” 

In Memoriam: John Lowitz

Longtime Crowden trustee JOHN S. LOW-

ITZ, M.D. passed this fall, surrounded by 
his loved ones. John served on our Crowden 
Board of Trustees from 2003 to 2011. He was 
the driving force behind the transformation 
of our ‘beloved barn’ into the state-of-the-art 
performance hall we enjoy today. “Those of us 
who were lucky enough to serve side-by-side 
with John will remember his infectious zest 
for life, music, good food and fine wines, and 
his unflagging dedication to our school and 
organization,” remembers Doris Fukawa. “Al-
ways ready with a smile and a laugh, he was a 
loyal and dear friend to Crowden and to many 
of us personally.” Crowden hosted a memo-
rial for John this past November. His family 
requests that gifts in his memory be directed 
to Crowden or to the Jewish Community Free 
Clinic of Sonoma County. 

Board Updates

The Crowden Board of Trustees is thankful 
to departing members CARY KOH, now 
a member of Crowden’s Advisory Board, 

SHAWN FREEDBERG, ZACHARY 

GRIFFIN, FRED KONKEL, JEROME 

MATTHEWS, and S. YOUNG LEE. This 
winter, the Board welcomed new members 
ZOE GLYNN, ERIC HALLSTEIN, and 
MICHELLE KLUCSOR, and return-
ing longtime trustee ANGELA ARCHIE. 
DR. JAMES MARKS has been voted 
Interim Board Chair, with DONNA EYE-

STONE continuing as Secretary and HARRY 

LOUCKS as Treasurer. 

Crowden is recruiting new Board members. If 
you are interested in serving as a Trustee, or 
would like to recommend a candidate, please 
let us know at boardchair@crowden.org. 

An Incredibly Special Visitor

We were thrilled to welcome ANNE JOHN-

STONE, granddaughter of our founder Anne 
Crowden, to campus last month. Anne was 
traveling and stopped by to tour our Crowden 
School morning music classes. Thank you for a 
wonderful visit, Anne! 

Sundays @ Four Returns, Pauses

Crowden’s Sundays @ Four chamber music 
series reconvened in person this fall, with sold-
out—if limited capacity—performances by 

our great friends the Alexander String Quartet 
and Delphi Trio. Unfortunately, our January 
concert featuring Chamber Music Society 
of San Francisco (including alum JORY 

FANKUCHEN, ’91), was postponed due to 
the Omicron surge here in Berkeley. We have 
rescheduled that concert for March 6, and we 
look forward to Vitamin Em on May 1. 

Guest Artist Visits

Our John Adams Young Composers Program 
hosted California Symphony’s Young American 
Composer in Residence VIET CUONG this 
January. Cuong’s music has been commissioned 
and performed on six continents by ensembles 
such as the New York Philharmonic and Eighth 
Blackbird. A relatively young composer him-
self, Viet Cuong worked with our students in a 
fascinating master class and presentation. 

Crowden School alumna KARLA DO-

NEHEW PEREZ (’99) visited our Crowden 
School students with her renowned ensemble, 
the Catalyst Quartet, in early February. Cata-
lysts treated our third–eighth graders to a rivet-
ing preview of their SF Performances Uncovered 
series. What a treat! 

Newsflashes
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At Crowden, we have a 
financial aid solution for 
every family. 

More than ever before, Crowden families 
are challenged to meet the dual and often 
conflicting goals of enrolling their children 

in an elementary school with a world-class 
education—one with music at its core—and 
affording independent school fees. Now, af-
fording a Crowden School tuition, or enrolling 
in a chamber music program at Crowden, is 
more accessible than ever before, thanks to 
Crowden’s new Getty Fund and named schol-
arships to widen access to financial assistance. 

If you’ve ever thought that a Crowden 
School education might be the right fit for 
your musically-inclined child (or perhaps for a 
relative, a family friend, or neighbor), but you 
concluded that it was out of reach financially—
we invite you to think again. Come explore our 
offerings, and inquire about our financial aid 
designed to fit all families. 

Crowden’s Financial Aid Options Are Growing

Getting Started with Financial 
Aid at Crowden

Crowden’s new GETTY FUND was estab-
lished in part to ensure that more families 
can access a Crowden School education. 
After submitting an application, along 
with the FACTS financial aid application, 
Crowden’s admissions team will work with 
you privately to find and fit a financial aid 
solution that meets your family’s needs. 

Learn more by contacting  

admissions@crowden.org.

Christine Chu Scholarship  
for Crowden School Cellists

Children with some experience on the 
cello who are interested in attending 
The Crowden School are eligible for the 
Christine Chu Scholarship, founded in 
memory of beloved Crowden School 
alumna CHRISTINE CHU (’88). Re-
cipients are recommended by our Crowden 
School Music Director, and private teachers 
are strongly encouraged to nominate their 
students for consideration.

Learn more by contacting  

tcsmusicdirector@crowden.org

Hampton Scholarship for 
Cellists and Chamber  
Musicians 

The Hampton Scholarship was created in 
honor of BONNIE, COLIN, and IAN 

HAMPTON to encourage the develop-
ment of exceptional young cellists and 
chamber musicians up to age 18. The schol-
arship supports fees, instrument expenses, 
and other costs directly associated with 
music study or performance for a cellist, 
chamber music student, or ensemble. 

Learn more by contacting  
communityed@crowden.org
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One year ago, Crowden 
unveiled our new Strategic 
Plan, articulating eight goals 
that form the blueprint for 
Crowden’s future. 

As we embark on 2022, we are aiming to 

make great headway on three goals that were 
recently prioritized by our Board of Trustees: 
(1) maximize enrollment at The Crowden 
School, (2) retain and attract our exceptional 
faculty and staff, including significantly in-
creasing staff/faculty salaries and benefits, and 
(3) increase the diversity of Crowden School 
students and faculty, while building more 

inclusive classrooms. 
On the eve of this New Year, we were 

doubly honored by our most loyal donors 
helping us reach nearly half of our Annual 
Fund goal before December 31, and then by 
an anonymous Crowden donor committing 

up to $100,000 in matching funds for all 

donations made to Crowden’s Annual Fund 

Three Strategic Goals and a $100,000 Matching Gift

Two Dream Weeks of Chamber Music

Crowden’s summer youth 
Chamber Music Workshop 
may be the most magical 
two weeks at Crowden of 
the entire year.

Every summer, advanced string and 
piano players in high school convene for one 
of Crowden’s most beloved opportunities, our 
Chamber Music Workshop for youth ages 14 to 
19. These serious young musicians participate 
in chamber music ensembles, orchestra, master 

classes, fiddling workshops, and more, in an 
immersive approach that leads to transforma-
tive musical experiences and lasting bonds with 
their fellow players. The main draw of this ex-
ceptional program, however, is the workshop’s 
world class faculty.

Last summer, for instance, coaches 
included the entire ALEXANDER STRING 

QUARTET (ZAKARIAS GRAFILO, 

FRED LIFSITZ, DAVID SAMUEL, SAN-

DY WILSON); TELEGRAPH QUARTET 

(ERIC CHIN, JOSEPH MAILE, PEI-

LING LIN, JEREMIAH SHAW); violinists 

LIANA BÉRUBÉ, YURI CHO, JORY 

FANKUCHEN (’91), ARIANA KIM, 

EVAN PRICE, KENNETH RENSHAW 
(’08), ANNA RENTON (community pro-
grams ’20); cellists BONNIE HAMPTON, 

JAMES JAFFE, EUGENE SOR; and 
pianists ELIZABETH DORMAN, ELIZA-

BETH SCHUMANN, and ARKADI 

SERPER. “It's a pretty stunning opportunity 
for our students to be able to work so closely 
with such a large group of globally acclaimed 
performers and pedagogues, even at the most 
famous destination summer programs,” marvels 
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workshop director Eugene Sor. “It's the pin-
nacle of our year.”

“Crowden’s annual Summer Chamber 
Music Workshop embodies the most rigorous 
deep-dive into the highlights of the western 
canon and yet far beyond into the inner work-
ings of improvisation for aspiring pre-collegiate 
musicians,” observes ASQ cellist Sandy 
Wilson. “The stunning caliber of instruction, 
performances, presentation and accomplish-
ment may be the envy of the most renowned 
and exclusive institutions on an international 
level. A hugely anticipated immersive treat 
for dedicated and hardworking students and 
their teachers, the redoubtable founder and 
director, Eugene Sor reliably curates and guides 

an intensive, compassionate, and fully adap-
tive experience, supported by his dedicated 
world-class faculty. No attention to detail is 
overlooked ensuring that the respect, generos-
ity, pride, support, and compassion modeled 
throughout two consecutive weeks is hugely 
infectious. It provides a deeply touching experi-
ence, profoundly supporting young people 
through the art of collaborative endeavor to-
ward fully realizing their nascent higher human 
capabilities.”

Longtime participant Isaiah Iny-Woods 
agrees: “Getting to participate in this year’s 
chamber music camp at Crowden, especially 
after the past year and a half, was an amazing 
experience. The music we get to play is amaz-

ing, and it is just such a privilege to get to work 
with the incredible coaches every year. I have 
also made many new friends at camp over the 
years, and I look forward to next year.” 

Crowden’s 2022 summer camps and work-
shops, including our Youth Chamber Music 
Workshop, are now open for enrollment. 
Learn more at crowden.org/summer.

between January 1 and June 30! 

Every year our Annual Fund contributes 
up to 20% of our overall operating budget 
of ~$3.5M, from gifts of all sizes. This year’s 
new $100,000 matching gift commitment will 
double every dollar given in the remainder of 
this fiscal year.

We invite everyone in the Crowden com-
munity to help us achieve our stated strategic 
goals by making a donation to our Annual 
Fund, and doubling the impact of your gift. A 

gift of any amount keeps our mission thriving 
for all members of our growing community! 

Visit donate.crowden.org to make an online 
donation, or reach out to Director of Devel-
opment Diane Stair (dstair@crowden.org or 
510.559.6910 x. 121) to discover all the ways 
you can support Crowden.
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With Your Support, Music Changes Everything!

The Crowden Music Center gratefully acknowledges the support of the following Crowden families, employees, individual members, government agencies, 
foundations, and businesses between January 1, 2021 and January 28, 2022. Kindly notify us of any inadvertent omissions. Thank you!

Crowden School Families
Emerson and Sara Dubois
Yingqi Zhang and Stefan Finsterle
Suzanne Lippert and Eric Hallstein
Lindsay Newman and Joachim Kainz
Sherrie and Steve Miller

Faculty and Staff
Mike Ashton
Marion Atherton and John Reager
Maria and John Danielson
Rachel Durling
Doris Fukawa and Marijan Pevec
Annie Nalezny
Eugene and Karen Sor
Diane Stair
Jen Strauss and Djalma Barbero
Michel Taddei
Robert Yamasato

Op. 18 Alumni Society
Jonah Van Bourg (’99)
Meilani Huynh (’19)
Helene Lee Toralba (’95)
Mariko Wyrick (’06)

Anne Crowden Legacy Society
Andrée Abecassis
Kate Berenson
Richard Carll
Kent Hammarstrand
Jacqueline Hoefer Estate
Walter Rex III
Goodwin Sammel
Julian and Laurie White

Individual Donors
conductor ($25,000 & up)
Anonymous
John Adams and Deborah O’Grady
Bruce Burnam
Shelby and Frederick Gans 
Ann and Gordon Getty

benefactor ($10,000–24,999)
Angela Archie
Sallie and Edward Arens
James Bloom
Carol Davis and Joel Marcus
Lois De Domenico
Patrick Golden and Susan Overhauser
Elaine and Herrick Jackson
Soo Hyang Kang and Jacob Pak
Fran Krieger-Lowitz
James Marks and Edna Lee Warnecke

sponsor ($5,000–9,999)
Anonymous
Jennifer Berlekamp

Ida Braun
Nick Gerson
Anne Nesbet and Eric Naiman
William Perry

presenter ($2,500–4,999)
Jonathan Arons and Claire Max
Sukey Lilienthal and David Roe
John Morrell

composer ($1,000–2,499)
Anonymous
Dr. Roberta Brokaw
Shinji Eshima and Sandra Jennings
Elisabeth Ely
Donna and James Eyestone
Arezoo Fakouri and Doug Yokoyama
Sherry Hsi and Per Peterson
Douglas MacLaughlin
Annamarie and John McCarthy
Sally Nichols
Maria and Jose Luis Poncel
Victor Rauch and Ingrid Madsen
 Julie and Robert Stokstad
Elizabeth Tenney
Elizabeth Varnhagen
June Wiley and Bruce McCubbrey

patron ($500–999)
Joan Balter
Shirley Covington
Kenneth and Jane Heng-Chun Liu
Valerie and Richard Herr
Martha Jones
Sophia Kessinger and Shmuel Katz
Victoria Leonard and Noah Kahn
Cynthia Livingston and Sam Leffler
Myla and Charlie Manese
Richard Misrach and Myriam Weisang Misrach
Bonnie and Paul Swinderman
Jovina Yee
Kent Young

friend ($250–499)
Anonymous
Nathan Birnbaum and Claire Peeps
Katherine Brown
Robinson Brown and Sarah Satterlee
Elisabeth Christensen
Janet Garvin and Bob Shumaker
Joan and Roger Glassey
 Jasper Kamperman and Wieneke Gorter
Keisha Mitchell
Moana Newman and Scott Sanders
Ron and Gail Rubenstein
Earl and Rosalinda Rupp
Lisa Taylor

associate ($100–249)
Anonymous
Noreen Axelson and Don Archer
Dorian and George Bikle
Eleanor Briccetti
Anne Cademenos
V. Yvette Chalom and Paul Fogel

Doris Chen and Joshua Uziel
 William Chinowsky
John Citron
Dean Curtis
Jacqueline Divenyi
Patricia Durham and Douglas Hammer
Robert Ellis and Jane Bernstein
Roland and Lois Feller
Doris Fine
Mary Ellen Fine
Rachel Fine and Christopher Hawthorne
Mary E. Fox
Haruko and Kumiko Fukawa
Christine and Victor Gold
Stanley Goldberg and Marcia Luperini
David Goldstein
Harriet and Peter Hanauer
Robin and Edie Hartshorne
Wayne Heiser and Anthonia Roller
Susan Ingerman and Arlene Siegelman
Peter & Jane Jaffe
Daniel Kane and Silvia Sorell
Robert and Ileana Krumme
Jan Kuchinsky
Anthony and Rosa Martin
Nancy Merrill and Wesley Underwood
Susan Pasquariella
Krehe and Katherine Ritter
Carol Robertson
Charlene and Alan Steen
Florence Wong
Peter Wyrick and Amy Hiraga

supporter ($1–99)
Garth Araneo
Susie and Schuyler Bailey
David Bassein
Valerie Behrendt
Allyn Blehm
Crystal Chan 
Robert Clear and Barbara Judd 
Margo Dinapoli
Deborah Dodge and Mary Dybdahl
Kathryn and William R. Dumas 
Caroyln Ellers 
Julianne Feldman
Kenneth Froemming
Donald E. Kelley Jr. and Susan Getman
Lashaun Glugla
Amy Hoffman
William and Mijo Horwich 
Kevin Jim 
Allan Kszaszcz 
Deborah Medvin 
Lucille Muckley 
Tabitha Mutchler 
Edward Plachecki 
Julie Queen 
Laura Reynolds
John Rosenberg
Kaila Schwart
Nina and Nathan Shoehalter 
Allan Tobias
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Carlton Vollick 
Ericka Warbritton 
Jackie and Drew Wheeler
Yvonne Wu and Madeline Chung 

In Kind Gifts
Monika Eisenbud
Renetia Martin
Mark Moss and Lisa Braver Moss
Barbara Short and Linda Wood
Ruth Simon and William O'Reilly

Businesses and 
Organizations
Amazon Smile Foundation 
Bank of America 
Disney Worldwide
Insurance Auto Auctions
Sports Basement
Wells Fargo Foundation

Government
City of Berkeley
State of California

Foundations 
ACMP Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Cybergrants
The Durfee Foundation 
ebay Foundation 
Pacific Harmony Foundation 
San Francisco Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation (Hurlbut-Johnson 

Charitable Trust)

Gifts in Memory
in memory willie archie

Angela Archie

in memory of vaughan jones

Martha Jones

in memory of john s. lowitz, m.d.
Fran Krieger-Lowitz
Robin Lowitz
Carol Davis and Joel Marcus
Patrick Golden and Susan Overhauser
Stanley Goldberg and Marcia Luperini
Charlene and Alan Steen
Allan Tobias
John Rosenberg
Deborah Medvin
Susan Pasquariella

in memory of hildred and duane merrill

 Nancy Merrill and Wesley Underwood

in memory of james tenney

Elizabeth Tenney 

Gifts in Tribute
in honor of karen biraldos

John Morrell

in honor of stephan and caelin boman

Carol Robertson

in honor of rachel durling

Anthony and Rosa Martin

in honor of mary ellen fine

Mary E. Fox

in honor of danièle fogel

V. Yvette Chalom and Paul Fogel

in honor of doris fukawa

Annamarie and John McCarthy

in honor of mariko hiraga wyrick

Peter Wyrick and Amy Hiraga

Board of Trustees
officers
James Marks, Interim Chair
Harry Loucks, Treasurer
Donna Eyestone, Secretary

members
Angela Archie, Joan Balter, Doris Chen, Zoe Glynn, Eric 
Hallstein, Michelle Klucsor, Jacob Pak, Maria Poncel, and 
Doris Fukawa, ex officio

music advisory board
John Adams, Bonnie Hampton, Gary Karr, Michael Morgan 
(1957–2021), Sir Simon Rattle

advisory board
Sallie Arens, Patrick Golden, Cary Koh, John Lowitz 
(1936–2021), Bennett Markel, John McCarthy, Helen 
Meyer, Deborah O’Grady

founder
Anne Crowden (1928–2004)

honorary president
Lord Yehudi Menuhin (1916–1999)

founding president
Colin Hampton (1911–1996)

Administration
Doris Fukawa, Executive and Artistic Director
Rachel Ahrenstorff, Assistant Director of Community Programs
Mike Ashton, Director of Finance and Human Resources
Marion Atherton, Chief Operating Officer, Interim tcs 
Principal 
Tiana Cameron, Front Desk Supervisor
Nora Castro, tcs Aftercare Supervisor
Maria Danielson, Staff Accountant
Monica Frame, tcs Counselor 
Donielle Goldinger, Front Desk Supervisor
Michelle Lee, Communications Associate
Tatiana Lee, Front Desk Attendant

Margaret Linn, Afternoon Office Manager
Heidi Mattson, tcs Vice Principal
Andrew McKleroy, Development Associate 
Jorge Mendoza, Building and Grounds Assistant 
Diamond Michel, Front Desk Attendant
Reynaldo Rodriguez, Building and Grounds Supervisor
Eugene Sor, Associate Artistic Director, Director of tcs Music
Anette Skloot, tcs Admissions Manager 
Diane Stair, Director of Development
Jennifer Strauss, Director of Communications
Michel Taddei, Director of Artistic Administration 
Stephannie Tornow, Operations and Database Manager
Olivia Vazquez, Morning Office Manager

Crowden Letter
Jennifer Strauss, editor, graphic designer

Diane Stair, Jennifer Strauss, writers

Heidi Alletzhauser, Sam Beach, Andreas Guther, Michelle 
Lee, Stephannie Tornow, photography 

Crowden

Crowden's annual free  
musical carnival will be held 
both online and in person!

Community 
Music Day
Sunday, March 20

 Very First Concerts with 
the San Francisco  

Chamber Orchestra 
 String Instruments  

Petting Zoo

crowden.org/carnival   



In this Issue

1.	 Learn how a 
Crowden education 
is now more  
accessible than  
ever before  

2.	 Dream of summer 
chamber music 

3.	 Give today and 
double your impact

Music Changes 
Everything


